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Joss Segre reer the _one or the other’ 8 exceptional 
"qualities filled hia with hope. ; 


In 1927 Mer. Picard met in Louvain a young btudent who 
vas later to become one of Belgium's fttein political pre-wer 


figures. ‘his yonnester who was actively involgved in 


locel student activiélessperticipsted in numé@rous reunions 
where hia leaderehip qual@ties stood out. Originally from 
Bouillon, he was the eon of a piitical igure in the 
orovgince of vaxantart ESS ca tant ean Timber of 
of the permanent deputation . His fe-mily originally came 
from Solre-le-Chatesu in the French Hainaut. He completed 
his humanities satudies at N.D. de la Paix College in Namur; 


and continued for another year at the Faculty with courses 


in léterature and Philosophy. At the time the young man 


| @ Mee. Picerd he was a law student. His name was lefon 


erelle . 
Mer. Picard took notice of this young man who hsd unusual 
rhetorical pofwers anda fluent pen. He asked him to 


participate in the Csetholic publication “Cahiters;" and a 


“few months leter, in November 1927, the nseme of Leon Degrelle 


‘figured prominently on the editor's committee. 2eTtr 
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In the beginning he published some of his voems and -2~=_ 


dened literary articles stout the vhansonnier Botrel@ and 


the Ardenese poet, Louis Boumal. 


Leon Degrelle rapidly beceme sa fmiliar figure in the 


ACJB House | His cordial and flexible manner, sharp 


sense of humor and explosive lsughter mnde him instantly 


liked in surroundings where sincerdty and fronkneas 


we AL 
were appreciated. Inat was the time thet Leon Degrelle still 
o S£L¢f ec also 


ha@® these qualities. humor 


uncommon 
and ironie became more and more interested in thig young 


Mer. Picard, a \ savoured. 


Man e ROXPR*EDACRSAAByOERASORASeAeneerenateenastesRaent 
Ndr ree Kids wet en BPeEeaHthSs 8 Ae BAH HLOERE* RETRY On AA* POPR? 
This yonng student, who differed from so many of the studen 
world, by embreocing the idesls of the ACJB, touched him 
with his configdence. 


THE INSTRUMENT 
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ecst facia Goad: 

In thag® lest yeers, the main office of the Catholic 

Their publishing 


ACTION multiplizd its pubbkicationa . 
Go progressive ; 
houses edited progressive! Pope's encyclical letters . 


Besides these propaganda brochures, extracts for the ACIB 


eee and Leonor sees ad beck wer printed 
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___ WS with the “Pounding. of | the. Rex x Fasttone A Dax erases Agency 
service ~ 
as also established to sepee a travel SReRCS , particularly 


- for youth pilgrimages. 
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Such branch@s#*eP activities were 


| deve loped in the hope of atimileting « youth expansion 
and re berter pa Hee ly with 
' pouwnent | WAESHHH SALAS En“ 8H SernoaPEEReZ*oPeRanePayern 


material resources e 


@n January 2, 1931 the Rex Editbns beceme a cooperative 


society with a capital of 50 «000 francs in subscriptions, 
“Teig Nes as in 

gaxen by various people @@ Mer. Picard’s circle. O,e of 
drum iol We 

these, Teom Degrelle From that moment on, 


the act@al direction of the service was assumed by Leon 


Degrelle. 
he liogravure. 
In 1931, the llustreted magazine 


- 
"Soirees" was one 


of the publications data main office of the Catholic 


Lod be © 
@etion ye 8 * ublication sanswere@ the need nee eee 


the 
one 


Zatholic public ®# recreational though clearly 6nristian 
fresher 
literature, while posessing a A@@@P and livelier attraction 
we “Soirees” 
than the existing weeklies. dio Catholique, and fils 


Cones 
productions, under the direction of chanolne Brohee were 





given additional meens to enlighten and guide families. 
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The, editorship of Soirees was given to Leon Degrelle. 
HRESERSMMNERACSH+« AHAHALELOASANHEPYS CO HEHEHE HPO VEdUT 
‘Head of an editions’ service and a review for a consi- 
derably large public, Leon Degrelle affirmed himself more snd 


more each daye Under his stimulsation,brochures apperred 
on e after the other, nourishing the ACJB action campaigns ©} 
a8 well as others. He was obviously a lanceur in the grand 
atyle. 

The editor in him did nob supress the writer. The 


success of Soirees was due in large part to his articles, 
moreover gl Mmosr 


which /he began to distribute sb everywhere. His pen 
wa8S more than slert- it was brisk, satiricsl and heady. 
hes | 
Powerful as a stemm-hammer, taéSi vehement prose bristled 
projected 


with striking verbs,emé surprising epithets, snd flooded the 


short ,nerveus paragrsphs with phrases forged with such 


punch that they engraved themselves viiently an one's 
Such 


memory. “88s literature scattered a busst of pearls under 


the axe 


Charged with moving immagea, the effusions of Leon 
tended towarda poetical forms 
Degrelle 


» dut the “poem, 
fer from apeaaing with a cradles’ ohare. had mare, of the, ani 


a bomb. His tense and eit ods. ang sour : 


pa with elementary gactions: 
are Tee aictioh dpie basaleeurd, Iodale. 
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Ideas or eastione ~- all were trested in the same expeditive 


fashion by Bhis pen - or pideax. Leon Degredle’s idees 


did not flow, they raged like a torrent sweeping sway el] 
obstacles. 


Such a style could only please a world which detested 
(atendasrddsrélogans formulas) 
W*ORO*ERTEE used clichés and sleek smug fhrases), 
and 
and which could no longer thomach artifice OP a sth ° 
naturally pure 
These RECHPHR*expddsions attracted especially: the oeeen. 
facing 
This muscular fashion of jetfrontine\, tn nes, this unequ@sled 
oF aoprosching 

aplomb iA affirmation, this infectious faith in the initial 


simplicity of all problema, made each article signed La a 
flood of evidence and conviction. There was no need for 
subterfuge nor even ited a was said with such 
strength that there was no room/for discussion - that's 
, gw HJ & jo it 
This propensity and talent for( Jolting_) 


eamed Leon Degrelle hia first sudience. 


how it was. 


Sow, the great ambition of Mgr.. ages was to give 


~ 


back- to the Church its power of influence apt he maseene 
@reoucnt - the- in ithdapehdatot o actare etians. Sind 
inna sbeebs a 


= hesay St anael. 4 awe i anrohing fs pia pees | 
peoapiran auaeaak ets boc ila 
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eae vomat Hiking! for, tht young man, Mer. Picard undertook 
i at upon, hineler to push’ him resolutely forward upon 
Pia eeeet Scsne-oe life, GOOG where definitive ihfluences 
‘are, exercised, 
EMANCIPATION - 

Heving slways had immense confidence in himelf, 

(better, 

Leon G@egrelle could not ask for more. His childhood and 


were witnesses 
school friends #&Gheesea*snes. 






















As small as he waa, he 

hed ssatonished ca dosege of amour- 

POpres ae dabei within him@the famous "demon" 

which the anc ents recognized as inhobiting strong 

personalities, and time after time he would jet ae to ) 

hig Feistidey the interiour pressure which tormented him. 

His need to write surpassed the simple desire for self- 
oe kk 

expression, beving as, 7oal/persuasion and influence sr q 


others. ‘Conscious of his inner powerg , he lauded himself 


in hie wun wyeg, and saw himself sa se being apart, deatinec 


for Greatness. 


It must also be seid that in his undertakings he did 


not essily accept the sharing of suthority, a fact which 
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ea ae Socae hoer'y7 
roeived which®#@@® Main office 
was soon(noticed) jn the deps rtments @P the 
of the Catholic Action 
Q*RECHOM*CRERGHRERE**TOORPER® hed placed under his direction. 


He did not like to give accounts and he hated to be checkeds 
he had to act * in his own way ." Little by little the 
tension mounted in the constituent publicstion of the Rex 


@ 101. the network of his responsability towards 
_ a 


pet , editions were 


society fhe director constantly evaded s 


engaged before being sdmitted, @Refe*#WEPe unforseen and peri- 
were 


lious intiativesy taken, and intagible, undefinable programs 
were launched ‘emenating Trom spur-of-t @ moment impressions, 


making life difficult for thosehe ha he task of controle 
ling him. % Have faith in me8,%would grumble (Degrelle 


FR*RARAEP to his supervisors, when reproached. 





It soon became evident that it would be impossible 
to hold him in rein, and in 1932 a new pane caied to this 
disturbing fact. Leon Degrelle took a considerable part in 

the sectoral (propesendy of the Cahholic party. Under the 
e- of Rex Editions, a flood of tracts and pamphlets 


Ht spartan everywhere « Degrelle considered himeelf, not 
aoe .-invagorating § -- - (renovation) 
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Rfore the end af 1932, 1t was decided to Soares Leon - i 
Degrelle the main ike tj acacai of the Rex Editions 

vs 
by according him, a8 @@#R## wished, the majority of social 


obh atin ) 
parts. Nevethelas, it was understood that a moral suppor 
would be reserved to the society, and that Mer. Picard 


would continue to assume the control of manuscripts 


which Rex intended to publish. The ACJB would not establish 


another publishing house, and Rex would be the oneg to 


eventually publish their works. 


This turn of events was important. ‘“y this concession 


Mer. Picard and. all the works dependent on hém renounced & 


for a loge time 
the ownership of their own edition service, which had 


such a . Cobligeds! 
seemedjnecessaby to them. By remaining morally tied to 


tex, the works extended a solidsrity vis-a-vis the tbheee 

rnose imm-diate control escaped them. This was an awkward 
whose 

3olutionadisadvantages would soon be felt. 


On Cctober 1, 1932, 
monthly literery maganine of 16 psges was published, 


As time progressed, Degrelle took greater snd 


‘reater advantage of hia $#8@é® freedom. 


s a supplement to "Sotreées." It was called REX, and 


ts subtitle read: “So that the Cetholica read.” Gm=ehe The 
Godt a rel Fig Z 
irst page qenaserrteged F Lives haa 1Z cate tol “zey 
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‘Degrelle reported on in several pamphlete, PPRUTEROHEER 
S of such lifelike intensity that they had enofffmous 


Succasse: 


But the Rex newspaper no longer sufficed. Emboldened 


by the success of: his 1932 campaign, Degrelle created a 
bi-monthly political organ, with the promising titleof t 


"Vian," whose declared intentions weref “ Rex, ed reads, 


is before évanyenine a mouvement, an organism of combat. 
In a few yams, we would like to conquer sll the fortresses 
of the land, bastion by bastion, rampart by ee ee 
(Rex, February 25). 


dress 
in combat unifopn 


"Vian" appeared on February 4, 1933, 
(battle dress). Under the title 


LoS Jo 
“Tet's go," teMWed deet paper like a clarion sounding 


the charge. 


“The Stgte, he wrote, haa lost all sense of 
pride and atrength beqause the parties are 
cringing, decrepid, satisfied with compro~ 
mises, shady deals, and full of hot air. 
There is bdlundering everywhere, and one pre- 
pares for desasters. Are our men going to 
follow that mess through their fawning 
weakness? No, no, and noses They want to 
re-establish, rightfully, discipline, 
courage, and organization. In order to 
achieve this, they will use all their 


strengbh end act with abeolute sincerkis7, 
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letting no one intimidate thea.“ 


Thue, e new tone and sttitude. From s simple party 
publicity sgent (propagandist), hevine nis own paper, 


Degrelle suddenly toceme judge and jury. Was it a 


question of procram? No, for programe did not interest 


tiie reformer. 
off 

“‘What's the cood of sdanding/one's horn 
in windy tiredes?..e.. Words, projects,. 
programa, it&s s joke. What our counbry 
needs is to raise strona, rough men, 
vidonary and creative. We ar? perishing, 
not through lsck of doctrinee.. but 
through lack of indomitable temperaments 
ece Instead of blundering fakers the 
country needs men of actionees. “men. 
We will look for these men, we will 
find them, and we wil] make them. 
Thet is our program.” (Vlan, # 2, Feb.18). 


Such s discourse is most seductive for the elector | 
infuped with vagor rather than with clarity; it tempts 
and agitates sn idealistic youth. It ia quite excusable 

to misa the full impact of its meaning; who could have 
measured it? Would Leon Degrelle be capable of discerhahg 
the pathways along which the voices of his inner “demon g 
one dgy 
would Alead hia? 
. examination 
Wnep the conclusions of Rex's Sh@atfy* of the 
. Gatholic. perty appeared, on April 29, the poaition 


t a. 


deue.a dit clearer,, The four questions posed becane 
gone 2 Dit clear 
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meow retort | || 

ate epee Say MOU la Tinsddlal organiza- 

TT (of yieaeet 9 Ceotate ter wis, w leader..." 

oe net -20¢ fer; -we-willput—nie-in 

fares Lats spread upg it our netwook 

OF pemmanents, our brochures, and all our 

Ppapess from Rex, which already has 250,000 

to 30,000 persons. Let's put our staff and 

(«' " ‘OUP soldiers at the party's disposition. 

: _ They will b:come indispensible. Instead of 

i fighting the Catholic Party, let's serve it." 


D Thus the esotion was to come from the inside, rut in 
\: any cese, Rex was determined to act. 


¢ C NX T = 
tha the Catholic 
lp Qhe Main Office offAction , aagm were astonished. 


La wid 
Rex haa aes changed face. From an editing house, 


Lous Lonwed 
into ax A@thve 


= Siet 


i acs 
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not even totahly emancipated, Rex had 


pOlitical aetien enterprige . Rex frankly declared being 


a Deuvement of opinion, and in e big announcement in 


Degrelle'se of ices, its purposes were clearly defined, 


én June 1, 19333 


“ Rex ist 1. @ youth moftvement; 2. a moffvement 
of the Catholic Action.-~ Rex wantst to give 
back to the Catholics a sense of pride, 
Optimism, intrepidity, and the discipline of 
an organised acticn; 2. project in#é 9ll 
modern life an ardent, intelligent, and 
integral] Catholicism. -= Rex is charscterised 
byt ite elan, its dynamism, its faith, its 
sense of action; 2. it& .epostolicue intreansina~ 


Agenoy, its nyticiem, its unity; 3. its 
commercial end financial organization, opera- 
tec etHtotly as a workshop (factory) enterprise: 

4. 1t audacicus objective: all modern life- 
ecreen, radio, press, and today's souls « 
Rex gives itself to: 1. Relgium - to invegorate 
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renovated . nil loonaie lesa agreia is) | 
ite bdo@d, thanks to A unified @atholician; : : ae: 
2. to Christ icmp petus Rex. consecrating in thé fresh ‘end "aFdent éoul” of thie movemamht: writes a : 
him the Joined efforts of nis soldiers end 
apostels. commentator, “He is the promoter and the sotor, the 
the 
That at leasty werg, its intentions, or its pretentions. good herald and,infectious and Joyous young lesder, 
Such s program Caamet but jnepd eee Cu the 
28 of March, the magezine “Boi wae given to Rex. and it ie Mgr. Picard who is the souncellor, the chaplain, 


In “4ugust, a special edition of ‘acirees eketched Bes'e q 
first plan of action, snd declared its new projects. 

One could also remark that the period of brochures sand 
pampaMlets, which charscterized the beginnings of that 
gotion was over, giving place to books which were to 

teach the pecris @s well eas the cultivated pilio to rend. 


and the“supporter’ (“mainteneur). 


Practically speaking, thia aituation was sometimes rather 


uncomfortable for the “tutor3" Even though the reins were 
Through the “Collection nationsle books vere introduced 


and sold by great numbers; the 8Bée Rolie” sefies reserved lightly held by an indulgent hand, the “fledgling’) a8 one 
works of great European writers for en elite; the : 

Collection politique’, published under the suspices of the liked td 6811 him,was constantly emberking on wild 
Federations of Associations and the Cethohia Cirolee, ) 


revised at the same tdme, some fundemental positions. 
That wasn't alls there wae a future promise of Pieraish 
transdations, a childrens’ ,~corlection, end a religious 
series, "The Living Faith," Even with Rex, Vien, end 
Soirees, the range of Rex's newspap@ers wes not yet 
complete! a recreational journal a femilies would soon PY) 

appear, entitled *Poyer" ( he. se end then en enlighte- slways held themselves on,rathor g wodest footing. Was 
ning religious publicetion, * by fF (Believe). For 

moment, the ambitions of Rex cons too bee Almobed. there soe 


gambols. Mgr. Picserd received warnings from ZOAY sides. 
It was strangé to find this sudden flourishing of so 


many newsapaep#ers and books, when the Catholic editions had 


Rex going to devour in a few mouthfuls all the old 

All thie remained in the morel orbit of the Cetholic | hcuses, whose Unexpected competitor he suddenly b»came? 
Action, which was even pleased with ite Rex's ey 
on the front of the newepepaer, consisted: of é fr 
faced ‘crown with « ross “abe ve. ir E tak, Be 


Or would this spectaédubear success burn with a» momentary 







flame only to be reduced to cinders snd asnes, or in 
(processes ) 
judiciary language: suite and bankruptcy % Cegrelle was 


.* - @ - @ 
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| -Qeoking ta deqta ti NS © A $tqai H 7 Me dies tence alreddgyrecarded by some)a Aiterary edventurer and here- 
es. a oer ; 
Riph tne ding § - S.-i. RARBE RET Lee aoe: a brained ,madcap youth. To those who werned nig ageinst 
“hehe itchd ged thd Sts leceeeeernree L pte g wae, ae Degrelle, Mgr. Picerd's defense woe, “ It is true that 


Fy mi ee foe : stg 
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leon may fo overboard in treating venereble subjects and 











2, EG 
poacuceebie people, but that’s his temperament. Put I want 


‘you to tell wpe if we have ever found such a tilitant - a 


true one? 


You know hie age. Let him sow his whld oats." 


Sometizes, when pushed toc far, one wculd witness Mee. 
Picerd flaming with indignaticn at the very thought that 


the eaffeir @ould come out badly. 


The ACJH shared these fedlings. In Rex, it waw the pro- 


Videntiel instrument through which the ideal of the Cabbo- 


lic action would finally penetrate into profane reslities, 


end wculd revitalize all of society. 


proch@imed Rex's sub-title. “ All political life..." said 


Vien. Degrelle @as the messenger of truth whose fiery 


rhetoric was charged with words of salvatione A great 


number of prieats and a wave of youth, especially from the 


etudant milieu already adhered with fsith to this redéfined 


ideal, 80 much more captivsting now thet it was summed up 


ee 


in such picturesque and prestigious(wormaw} 


Nevertheless, the organized movement of the ACJB was no to 


be lesd blindly into this venture. Degrelle had never 


been s pert of its steff, nor did he in@ist in becoming 


i of it. Did he unconsciously feel that the Catholic 


“Bbtion Giscipline, directly subordinate to me eoclesiastic 





_) chalnaegelatie 
pa ae Ss St shih g 
mera?’ 


"all literary life.”. 
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ce tsosha LS RRREES whose methods 


“pecsnd stitater: aince speoielizetion, wathhed with great 

eprehension the grueth of enother youth movement at its 
rellying : 

aide, perfectly free, and G##ffRE to its 


youth without distination of condition or origine . 


Cause all 


The J.0.0¢ who felt the escmit @ainst the institutions 
instinotively edhered to by the workere world#, the J.A.C, 


and othere became on the defensive. 


TENSIONS ANO AQGRESSIONS - 

Under such conditions, frictions were inevitable. | 
Here wae résing ite voice sg7inst “Nation Belre 
e daily, officially neutral but having many Catholics 
emong ite reedere. Rex accused “Nation Belge e" of 
a eyetematic nostility against everything “Rathi ies 
Inoited hy thie eccusation, Netion Belge retalieted 
ty teking to teek Mgr. Picord, Rex 8s moral guaranty, 
who hed just finished collaborting with this newspaper. 
Mer. Picard answered with the statement that he had 
recently askud the rdministrative council of the 

cocperstive to accept his resignation ss 
a post which he had accepted only on a 


presiden on § 
pases, to facilitate transactions . This 


“;rovie 


P ree'ynation R@C@COP Of acministrator nowever, dcoea not 


fe;ly that J witndraw ay ccli-bomion and friendly 
euprort of Rex “Editions,” he added. Tnis statement 
wee noted with regret, by Netion (December 12, 1955-)-« 
To 

To avoid Curther =‘ sunderat nding , Mer. Ficard wrote 


to Metion « seo.rd time, tris tine giving hommage to 
the newsrper@er “wnich ned elwave trested Zantolicisa 
with the nighest honor and est en,” and alao to ciarify 


the nature of nis actual relations with Rex: 


ee 


- 16 - 


-4 Ast, 
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Me Ee 


TTL Bas eet t 


ee ee te; meer eee ee 


: The patronage which J have conser- 


ved of Rex since that compeny bec se 
legally distinct frca tne Main Office 

of the @atno.ic Action ne loneer 

entails, in fect, the previcus censure 

of ite eancurmcus production. J conten: 

ted myself with advice of a seneral nature, 
ani with ocessaional remarks. If thie 
formula provas to be inede;u@ste or 
terilous upon ite ex ;erience, it 1s 

not @PPOPARARATO® Unamernat la.” 


By this 3trtement, Mer. Plcoard s@ugnt to prove tnat 
his intervention in the Natarg Incident weil! not nave 
been inefficacious¢tineffective). 


But there wers worse things to come. Vign launched 
“xeminister tlenri 
cenPrasee 
Degrelle's aggressive attitude @99ePteRneee 
increasingly 
Rap *enePesePRAly disoriented 


into an odious atéack against the 
JAS Paes 
nINAS ROPE rANasnanereseR: 
and confused the minds of nia readera, nis presse becase 
more snd more involved in political battles, and the 

advice of his moral councellor was less and lese pepee 
adhered to.(I know, Cheri, ending « sentence with »e 


preposition is a cardinal sin in elementer 


Englieh 
composition ~ am I coomed to s gremmaticsa 


hell?) 


The final blow ceme on December 22, when the Mein office ¢ 


of the Catholic Action issued e summons to fiex , to 


modifiy its way of procedure. roa“ 
-Cathopie.. 


“The Mein Office of. 


pp began the : 


tha! the sore! paciori ty ot Mes wae ur z 


boss 2 
states 


ey tt She 
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/ tect tt 
} Piedra fea 

; the. ‘eae ice of : 

ae eral conflicts. of this nature in 

the course of these last weeks, | 

notably in s violent campaign with 

which the Main Office is declaredly 

dissociated. 


“fhese defaults gravely emperil 
not only the interior discipline, 
but also the @66@ reputation of the 
Catholic Action, as well aa its 
imperstive independence from politi- 
Cal action. An editing house and its 
Organizations which engsge in such 
activities cannot pretend to have the 
PRCHONBAE priviliged patronage of the 
Catholic Action and at the same time actively 
participate in political action, S#SBeeesttyee 
4S8pecially with the verve and vigor 
cusbomary to Rex. 


The question wss thus placed on a matter of 
principle as well ss contrscts formally concluded 


On December 16, in unanimous agreement, voiced by the 
Comiasion of coordination of the ACJB, the Mein Office 
asked Rex “@@@hewtofor to faithfully respect al} 


the injunctions iade to 8W@@ by Mer. Picard, snd to 
separate itself from the volitical newapsper Vian . “ 
“Purthermore,the note added, “ it should be understood 
that the ulterior collaboration of Mr. Leon Degrelle 
with political movements and publications could only 
engender the above-noted difficulties which we most 
emphatically whsah to avoide" Rex was given until 


January 351 to execute these orders. If the ACJB did 
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‘the lease would de eancelled -{n -eccordaence with the 





agreement of the transfer arhababos to Mr. Degreille, 

the episcopal authority would be pul informed of 
conf lict, 

the A and the Main Office would publigh s decree that 

neither it nor any of its organizations are now in 

many way connected with Rex ©ditions. 

This was the ultimatum, and there was great 
excitement at Rex. Eduard Degrelle hasteml to sesure 
Mer. Picard that he would exert all his influence 
To Mer. 


"Tt 148 my personal erinion that it 


on hig eon to make him conform to orders. 


Picard he writes, 
is better for Rex not to a voliticsl machine, and tht 
it should remain in unified action with your Mein 

O:fice, thus ieee a comziste union with the 


organisms of the Catholic action." (December 31). 


What will the chief of Rex do?.... this man 


who never takes "no" 


for an answer? He seexs to parry 
: @ 
the thtrust. @8#, interested in palitics? Have we done 
amy more than othr Catholic newspapers who print simul- 


taneously religious and political articles? 


"During gonths and months no one found 
this incompatible... All the trouble 


started in these last months, when we 
thought it our duty to lead a campsign 
which displeased the government... 
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. is .2y ae 
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MRE dad tego: to roa nat, ‘think 4¢ lcaehe thet Mere 
pt Pat | | | Bteard bas offiotelly given his 
me th ne ignation as president of the Council, 
ie Ca at he declared ‘in the Mation Solas 
cept eo he was not repoasibie for the 
+ + - amtLoles -in our newspapers, and that 
we ourselves inserted sa orystal Clear 


declarstion on this subject in our 
newspap ers this week? * 




























. Furthermore, Degrelle challenged the Main Office's 
assertion of ever having had charge of the nevapspers, 


maintaining thst their responsibility was limited 


to books. He announced that Rex and Vlgn_ will 


publish an article according to which Rex Editions 
will @6e#2t¢ sions aca Ghaeanet is of all its 
newspapers from now on. (January 3, 1934.). 
Degrelle thus intended to have free rein in 
his political action. He rejected sll Of Mer. 


“Picarda's control, without however rejecting @#@#al) 


fatholic action patronage. He refluead to bow to 
Quthority, even to the one who opened the way of 
sucess for him. 


Tnis indenepndence made the situation 


clear. That same day, a joint c.mmuniaue by the 
Main Office of the Cathoiic Action and the A.C.J.B 
wae issued to the press, “to inform the public of 
thee dissociation with Rex ditions. " 


know 
was motivated by theAorganic imcompatibilty, and 


This decision 


furthered by the fact thst the directive offices 


siedeiaancte-aiailneresmaiecideracilbesienisoiaiiieniiitditintaitil 
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Thus, Mar. Pioard's poaition was not entirely clear. 


Raninent ;--the: Cardinal--ven Roey, in which hé 
inate Sibim-of the conflicts 


A complete break seemed brutal to him, and such a 


ees 


a 


ie gesture seemed unjustified in view of the . important | 
It is 20 longer posable for us to keep an attitude of ® to ) 


services which Rex Edtions rendered|the Catholic cause. " 
neulebet ion and expectation, which we adopted at | 


‘ (Communique of the ACJB). And Purther, would he have the 
Yuan s creation, in order to avoid wronging an interes- 


strength to bre’kK with Degrelle, for whom he held the 
ting end im-ortsnt moffvement of Catholic publication 


deepest friendship: The ambiguity of this personal 
and publicity. OU¥r prolonced silence actually crestad 


Pe atittude was to have grave consequences in prolonging 
dammaging confusions to the Catholic Action... IL the 


yn" 


the difficulty ° 
beginning, Vian had only been s newspaper of doct#tne 


ON January 13, Degrelle writes in Rex? 
and infommation; this would still not have been 


We heve since tr#t " Disagreément with the ACJB? How 
incompatibbe with our patronage. S##@e that time can one immercine such s thing: The 


ACJB was our youth.e. of all the 
expressed the source of our anxieties to Mr. Degrelle."” Rexistes. We lived it. We served 


it for yeors. All the departanents 
PAAS*WHSES MEP TH PS ES HE . of Rex are directed by old militants : 
of the ACJE, those who had the 
coursge, those who wanted to consacrate 
their ideal, end sacrifice everything 
in order to ppice themsel@ves in 
& @ the service of an unceasang and exclu- 
lations with Rex, Mgr. Picard advised the Cardinal sif apostleship.... They risqued not 


alresdy only thelr youth but their bresd. The 
that which he had:announced to Nation Belge: 72 permanent staff membere of Rex 


were coldly and voluntarily the actors 
in a heroique adventure.,In a few years, 


Thus the patronage of the Catholic Action was 


withdrawp from Rex Edtions. As for his personal re- 


“We will do everything in our power 


to svoid a cpblic display of polemics. they achieved, pertially, but vigorously 

As soon as the distinction is well that which the ACJB dreamed of. After 
estatlished in the public's eyes, all that, how can one dresm even for an 
we will once more undertake an occas- aénatant, that there would be @*Paptare 
sional collabors3tion which we have frici ion and a break between the 


always given to Rex enterprises, snd 
we will not cesse, aven now, to 


AQJB and the leaders of Rex, everyone 


one of them a 160% ace jibiste?" = 





re ee 
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What then, according to him, had happened? 
simple: 
; " Rex was a movement which had developed in an 


It was 





atmos paspe ofastonishing dymamism,@f#@ served by the most ‘ 
organization 
precise M@MFAF8SPHBFON, and cculd not as of now hold , 


itself to the concentrated and restr2ined program of the 


aACJB." Whet else sre we doing but t@® spplying @Ré@ 


Pope Pius' 1924 recommendation to canon Prohee! 


“The solidly formed Christian should sprend out beyond 


the life which he has received. He shoud] distrtribute 


this tressure of Christianity everywhere, putting it to 
work in #11] domainsg in family life, in public life, 


and in political life." 


” 


Politics, yeBe" One either becomes concerned 


with it, or one #8 strangled by its..." 


"HOW many times were we sorry to 

s6e the ACJB keeping their youth 

away from politics...? We understood 
that these thousand of complatixiing 
friends were right, and thet the 

time had come for the first group of men 
formed by the ACJB @o8#@ take 

part in public life. We opened the 
flood-gates to give the country a 
rough end courageous army assembled 
under the Rex‘flag. And alresdy behind 
us they are closing the gates 6A*tRé 
AEC*ESVPSE to shape the new levies in 
the hermetic confinement of the ACJB, 
the new levies who we hope will some 
day join us." 


t 
—— oe . 
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26 ade this distinction however, our engaging in . 
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With such spirit, how could one not 


ies? Mawes ae 


abe eres 


‘$t te preodsely 
| {83 : pession for Christ which enf lames 
ry ad! Pusat |e Onward to new conquests. 
“——Fust-as: before, snd even more 80, we 
follow. our-lebor of feve and feith, 
. projecting. into all @iiRagm life God's 
light and the vibration of Cabholicisn. 
Never has an ers had greater need of the 
comfort of the Cross.We will bring back the 
calm, sererity, and the light of Christ, 
into the worals, #48@minds, and all 
that influences men and their homes.’ 
Or political activity will be an outgrowth 


of this,,and its strate oreover, will 
be entirely different nelear iy mapas: ine 5 
nationsalg ShteSeses from spostoli 
PPESCCEHECHERE interests... We want to 
eliminéte from our country as soon as 
possible, all that stimulstgs religious 
conflicts, and @fv@ potaénétire ligbus 
atmosphere... Let the Catholics be saints, 
and let their sanctity shine forth: 


and the antieclerics will cease to despise 
UBece 


"reconstruct the 


country and revive the souls of men?" 


“Belgium hes need of a new spirit - she has 
need of men who do not come to power harraased, 
scepeac, and defested before the battle ory 
has sounded . Ten yesra from now, Belgium 
will have changed face in its material and 
morel structure. For this we need atrong, 
rough men, with a clegr idesl andasense of 
action, adapted to our times and impregnated 
with the life of the people they will hsav= 
to Save. Our great red flags, emblazoned 
with the Crown of Christ will lead not only 
the conquests of hearts and souls , but 


in revitelizing the country by meking men 
aware of charity ond national duty. ” 
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This citation is long, but necessary- In this toe ‘wnedesnary aa tee | _ Was it to — 
| discourse, Leon Degrelle is to define in his sonorous “explain thia maxi. -thatAVlen started a chronicle - = 
and emotions] language, the ideal which he will entitled “The vacteborane? of Profit (du, prof tteriet)™ 
communicate to the masses: @miitics 1s not a business, In it were pudlishedimandatites of senenee 7 administraé- 
4t is 9 service, a devotion, s seerifice; it is a great tora withheld by different Catholic politicians . This 
love. Rex is cited as an example of these OGrhistian é ontinued on the 22nd, in a copy which commented on the 
virtues in renovating the very ides of pédétticsa. All ceath of K*ng Albert: this time the cream of the Catholic 
was oarted off jua@icital 
this thenks to the Catholic Action and the AQGJB. And Party S8*8GfHa*#@d to thedscaffold: Jules Poncelet, 
this was the source of mysticism which was to infect ake Wiart, de Kerckhnove d'"Exaerde, all oe 
the masses. It would start with those incited by the seme @#fe. Next time it would be Pierre Davad,de Purlet, 
enthusissm of the youth congress, who under the intoxica F. Delannoy, P. de Liedekerke, A. De Schrijver, L. Huart 
tion of acclaiming Cerist the King were waiting to be L. Gendfebien, Frans van Cauwelsert, Paul usiean saa, 
pushed into action by the emergence of 5 new prophet of Praper Pou:let... a panoply of honorsble men snd respected 
the times, egevenie esac without the support of the name@se.e.. Derrelle was now engaged in a va:t maneouvre 
Catholic action, for he &@## walked away with all ite of excurgation. It was thought th-t Vlan was destined to 
zeal 
POPCEP; this was far better than a contract. fight the leftist# parties, but the wheels were reversed 
SEPARATION * “We have begun e clean-pp,”" explained Degrelle. At the 
Thus a great tum of events occured, and the same time the lesder of Rex was meetingue (sic) (have no : 
logic of the situation will take its course. | > @.:.. whet this means - locked everywhere)... his success , 
Raman rmcT EE grew. No need.to be astonished at this. The country, as 
pivot as | ot, ay 


well as the rest of the world was undergoing 4 greve econo- 


Res,~peaen— seer Teo orerrreters 

— in Re ky. 
On Jenusry 13, Degrelie postedyan excer 

: — ‘Pius xt’ words 2 printed, in big ‘pei 


ie | [ ah 4 the remedy come from? Pegrelle warned sbout 
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mic crisis. Unemployment was at a record rai zht ., and 





anxiety was rampant in all soical classes. “here would 












Peli t3 ql 


SF 2 eS ee 























we 


"a A a a ea aE Sailor iT ae ¥ Ty PS SR AP CSG a OS a 
: . - 2 - as a 
on ry “+. : 8 it” B. ern pT ned on : , , ; eit, oe ata ats 
hRelgium is #@ tha eve of ruin and desaster. It will te Pek bcm : r Ae: 


a ae 


eee 


need strong-hearted surgeons" (Rex, January 13.). He ne. 9 the same buliding pecame 


+56 tou! rhea ‘Matis Orr ice formally canceled 


so ee le ee ce 


chose the best moment to become the public prosecutor. 


So many people had grest weights on their minds!,So 


ap Leese. _Degrelie dgnorea this, and delayed any 
mute ; t 4 NO enc aae vs a ee 
many nourished s @@@®8 resentment. Finally a voice is _., action, The affair was settled in court, and finally 
Ollow 
raised to liberate thier consciences and dissipate their S » ‘iis May 1, the Chief and his eneaarane veccten a 
bitterness by desigmating and naming the guilty ones. premisés. 
What better stimulant for eres ata reform of There were other troubles too Degrelie's 
dividen a e 
‘ of to be coss@ly 

the State then to denounce jpoliticiens en neleere megslomania begen Sé*#ese*eneReneeP . In publishing 


all classes were tightening their belts. tthe classic 


80 many books and newsepspHers, one after the other, in 
procedure of demagogues of all times took its full iS 


defiance of all control, Degrelle precipitated Rex's 
effect. 


finsnciai chaos. Creditors snd printers claimed their 
For its part, the Catholic action, thoough ite 


du@e Rex would have been liqui@ated st that time, if 


who 
4t hadn't been for one of hie main creditors, #AGen 


Main Office executed its intended measures. Actuallyy 


the situetion was paradoxical: Rex continued to occupy 


realized that if he wanted to ret eny cf his finds tack, 
the same building sas the Main Office, which was anetehbor 


it was better to let Rex continue, subject of course to 
to the aACJB.. At the top of the main staircase, there was 


on which strict control. 


Thanks to thst commercial apecuaation 
a door w#€R@#*# 8 bold nameplate proclsimed!"Rex, 


& ® Degrelle managed to get out of hot water. 
General “irector." To get to Ner Picard, one continued 


As for Mer. Picerd, he wished to explain himself 
through a backstaircase, to the second floor. Since the 


frenkly but loyally. In Resliser, en@ organ of the JIC , 
an Seer of Rex, Degrelle had a great red flag made, 


fluttered she replies to Degrelle's a&ast article. 
ad. ial an | emblem, which = #aVEE on the be loony. 


to have his wladtore visit "4 


He sincerely 






Saeeeres a sires to avoid * a show of volemicsa over 
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the exchange of notes between the S,G.A.C. and Rex 


Editions.” ( He still spoke of Rex saitiona, whereas 


ee ; 
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Degrelle only recognized the name of "Rex." ). "Rut we 
still wish to remain faithful to the golien rule? 
Amicus Pleto, ms7is samics veritas. This is why our 
lanrusge siviy ieae. but friendly.” 

He then continued to exrlsin how the publication 
of Vlan hed claced him in 59 delicate position. ™ At 
that time this weekly did not pose the sama tone as it 
does now. It was seeking its way. We would have liked 
to see it oriented towards a doctrinal sapproach, which 
would have permitte: the SGAC to continue to lend its offic: 
support to the Rex Edtions . The changing of the sub- 
title from "All political life," to " All civic life," 
or "All putlic life" was envissged. But ita developement 
took a comcletely different turn.” 

Rex Editions were constituated inod® an autonomous, 
cooperative society, no longer st the service of the 
ACJB nor of any other organization of the Catholic 
Action. ee take one's time. This said, Mer. 
Picard adressed a few correctiona end some compliments @ 
to the “very saimiable article” of M. Degrelle. | 

“The ACJB has never meant to stifle the 
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, "ia Ldlerelureyin soonbeie on ey eee 
polit sgharanginee: The goal of the. 
Gathol on ig to stimulate and prepare > 
‘Ite members to carry the light end life, 
conferred upon them by Christ, into all 
“these direotionsa. The Cabholio Action, we 
often say, is an excellent thing provided one 
leaves it not with the intent of abandoning 
it, but with the intent of returning to it 
unceasing ly to invigor* te one's energies, 
take order's from one's lenders, and to 
atrengthen the bonds of friendship with one's 
brotheréfein-arms and the apostleship. 

“We sre thus going further than M. -egrelle, 
and the Rex Editions in warning the AceJitristes 
agains a narrww snd exclusive conceotion of 
the Catholic Aation. For the past ten gerrs, 
we have repested to all who will listen, 


that if the Cath-zlic Actiongs use 
everythi t is only sufficed un 1 if 
ike religion, of which itt 1s a menifestrtio 
Se eee 


and an enlightenment -— 
——" to use an exoression of 
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St. Paule 
But, another principle oonstantly affirmed by the 
ecclasiastic authority was thet the catholic Action 
should not take on political respcensibdilities. 


"as a consequence, the Rex Editions who have 

now become the directive center of 93 political 
movement can no longer claim the offical 

backing of the Catno.ic Action, even for the 
reiigious of sacostolic side of their sctivities. 
Prom now on Rex Editions must sassum3a full 
resoconsiblibity of their commercial, “inancial 


& and soffitual oublication activities." 


And finally, Degrelle's project: 


‘,.ewas to make Rex Edi gas the religious 
a wpm which MOOI OLD rally young 
people and men from all solitical sides, 
opnosite or alike, as well ss Wa@ politics] 
rally which would assemble all patriots 
regardé@ess of politicsl or religious 
convictions... this to us would be utopia.,. 
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creme is something shocking in the. 
creation of a mystical religious apost- 
Jaship, crwwned with Rex's name and 
that of ita leader, ORSEC*SERE*EE*6S ond 
HOVHCHASSSCHE* EHS HHRS“HERE Utilizing 
At fee resulting prestige to lead a 
political combst or conquest. " @ 
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With these last words Meg. Picard brought to light 
the most troubling and paptious tactic of Rex: 8@8?hf 
CRSE“PERIATGES CALMS Fam ANE HSS Ry *s STRAPS CSE *BHONFS 
PHBE FRB“GENBE the conacious exploitation of deliberstely 
stimulated religious energy snd enthusiasm (stimulated 
ty prose) for other than its se2smingly in-ended purposes. 
The actual ourpose of course, was the agitation of the 
readers to follow the rersonal whi@ms and dictates of 
Leon Degrelle,. 

thie the saparstion on the organic plan was taken 

care ofe As Sor their personal relations, Dergrelle 
was careful to minimize the break. While tneitr official 
relations were carvied on through the mail and e 
the process server, their personal sucsuatans “onseae 
the corridors, never fsiled to disarm Mgr. Picard « Degrelle' 


sallges would disccncert aven the most solid adversary. 


However Mgr. Picard did not like @eing addressed with 


Such epparent ease and unconcern for the actual state 


of things, 
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hel t8-hel would « 


ac UAC g back, neverthe ies 


ters ‘Pioard aH net have the strength to make the final 


8 anica ve micus Plsto.. 
in particular cases however, his actions wefe more 


at 
rigorous. At ea time when Rex's creditors were @f# the 
pha organ soe ay 


point of liquidsting 9, Mer. Picard sent some formal 
instructions 


ENSHAECS ON to Father Foucart from Moulin (-rance), 


on March 15. Father Foucart wes the SGAC administrator, 


ond the instructions concerned san srrangement to be made 


need have 
“We SRORZAMM ATE NAKA Cruces 


between Rex and the SGAC, 
abrceut our actions concerning Derrelle, for it 1s he 

who brought sbout ##8* the sanctions which we will aocly 

against nim, in behaving contrery to 3il orders we oove nim. 

Nevertneles if we can retein hig collatcration 12 the 

diting work, we will come out the better for snaas, 


But he must be left with no power of simirsctrati.n 
ea ree ohn [OSs ingected here) 
Pheu t ett tee 


whatsoever. ¢ Mr. Derrelile is to 
neswpape@s and other edlicsations 
have Gh@ePenest as eae tesn ander ie diw~esctiona 


solely for editing -urposes; for his eciting work, 
he 18 tc be sirictly held to the directions of the Adm}: 


tretion Council... ne is to have a monthly indemnity 
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Bice me ean Seas* cives evidence of having mended 
hie ways, he Sa once sgain find a position at Rex. 


If be he will be ousted by the Sduncil, where he does not 


hold # majority in fevor." 


Picard had no suthority cvar Degrelle at the moment. 1 


Degrelle msde every effrot not to burn.91l1 nis 
day 


bridges be-ind him. Thejafter his forced denarture from the 


ACJR H use (sy 1 ) he wrote to Mgr. Picard that he wanted 


very much to see hime... “not to talk to you 2tout 911 


ur troubles, but to reaffirm the esteem and affection J 


‘ve alweva mainteined for voue I nave auffered great] 


‘om the incidents which -receejed ty desarture, and J 


nost anmiouvus to vorove 


with ©]] my heart's sincerity 


th t ov gratitude ond affection are {ust 23 stronr as ever, 


if not wore g0e" And he rpreeveeded to cive nim news about 


nis ch’ ldren..Thsat littie messare was touching, and actually 
Mer. ticard was torn apart, besten send yrief-stricken. 


took refuge 
After Lerrelle left, he wens*ta*tep* at 3 friend's bouss, 


wiethtie sh nfesetor: 


1 Om Februgry 9, Mer. Picard formally expressed nis wiil of 
“being absolutely free of any attanchement to Rex, 
moral 38 well ss material.” He ren..n@ed the aiminisatrsa- 
: tion snd cecllsbor tion cf the acc! ty (letter to Mr, 


"T@ can't take it anymore..." 


PhePterrea Notnomb, with 3 power deleration in view of the 


February 14 general A88enpb] 
Seats Gees eee rice Le a oN a a aa ee Se 








Such views showed thst Mgr. @ ; 
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Bato t eet Gustaue: our innermost feelings at. the. atste. of hey 


‘hapt that bpualy well be <ban Fi 
ings, we er sti! toe tame. rot viber suntentting. ond — 


yecolsed . 4 
ilies 4 eatateetadainnen Unfortunately nothing of | 


sd A a 
the kind happened « Leon Degrelle continued tocaaee 

ogvasT gf eve hk cHar 3 | 
qainabbaww both ends@the Catholic spostleship, 
with the fervent declarstions of san authentic militant 

of Christ-King, and political polemics, with all the 
vehemence of his wen ten@persment. | 
At the end of March, Cegrellee's financial 
dificulties forced him to mepge Rex and Vian: 


aethe 
elivery of two frontoleces: 


each week 


the redder would receive 9 





Rex on the fireat pare, and Vien in the back. The literary 


part exceeded the political part in ciuantity, but the one 


orinted in picrate drew inficitely more attention. At 
tat A: b “~ 


the moment Rex waejtiraddeg azsinet the franc-masons, 
ta CP: dity of 
Coll dady for gee! es aL Aa immcra'ity,and never missed 


an occasion to harsngue high finance, the “benksterd 
nment | 
and the gove r@m@am@@a® which came to their sid.(many | 


importent bankk found themselves invepiled) * 


Lk ard fest 
tive ideas, Rex would horrow with ammesld the information 


As to construce 


it needed from adumns of atudies vub@ished by treolocians of 
Christian democracy such as R.P.Rutten, the sacatle of 


ayndicats, and R,P, Arendt, director of the buresu of 


Sianeli pocmitaieeaneensinl 





Fe ee 
3A 
-syndicat atudd@a. He would write articles favorable to 
corporatism, s popular avstem in the different Catholic 
circles. All thia did not distinguish him thet mich from 
existing currents, but et certoin times more oricinal 
idess would perce through. 


Thus, in an article antitieds 


Rex lists a8 a & 


first point:"A stronger and mere statis nower, active and 


"WAES® Whst we want for cur comtry, 


responsible, with direct, frequent, end ps6ific contsat 


with the mssses3" this is explained in precise terms: 


*..€this oower) would te helved by ea parlementargy, consultstis 
organ, strictly and radicaliy modified in % recrutment snd 


in the specislizsation of its work." Even this ##8#* 

ones nenry mentersentee did not seem to set Rex apart from a 
found favor 

constitutional tua movement which Besse“ Aapatser 


with a large number of Catholic intallectuals. 

HOLEEFE RS 

fee PAR tHe 
sritation 
became clothed in a Christian mysiticisem, in full a grr a 


These fighting attitudes, and pélitica 


In an eee 9 newspaper prints these lines? 


“ Insigria “ Rex": 9 sign, a cross, a crwwn, a word. @ 
Rex'S gray has a sign and a word- What a Battlet- 
Ithe neme: rexiste - its soul: Catholic - ite hearts 
- . . . the hesrt of Christ - Ita spirit: apostolia- 
| Ita promised land: the katigdom of Christ toute 
20, 1934)" 


‘word was tronsalted fron * snsigne* which also pe aay 
ich eg eee ek eee S , 


er a 

i eet 
ce ie Bs le 
Biel (led 
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eee ee pLition c,  (paapeeeyenes ‘August 24). 
; y epupron wounteas” “More and mére young 


a te By 
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Pees of. the Catholic Action were being snatched up 


pee this impetuous torrent, which Rex fed with the 
edition 
In esch 66894 , 


selected reader's wail sdded to whow the 


exciting force of ite language. 


sareful 


@rcwing tone of enthusiasm 3 


Rex's progress; pushing seide all obstacles, 

and sweeping eway the hypocrgtes snd black ocrophets, 
Rex progresses everywhere, sustained by and incredible 
vigor,and thousands of regenerated Catholica. We 

heve forgotten, @h#@ at the time of Rex's attempted 
assasinstion, thet God's peasion sand the ardor ef 


gs youth ready to do anything, werestronger than 
ASPCRRA lf 6ae 


| S Gilded jeslousy, venomous scandals and 6#B##8 drawing- 


m cebals." (Auguet 1 

a ee - ee 7) been, hraral 
Never haa oneneeers a more pathetic tonejas when. 

Rex playafthe victim. " Rex has been pushed around, 

murdered because of its spostolic intrangesncy, and 


the vigor of its ideal.” The rest of the article 


expounds on the suffe rings of St. Theresa d@ Lisieux. 
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Po & 
It goes without ssy@ag thet with such/tone, Rex 


continued to consider itself as an authentic Catholic 
movement. (ne day it nsssed 9 circular reading? 
“Rex to be sold at all churched. Rex, the mevement of fx 


insertl fure 
J In etnatateuy  sront ines centusonenpdensaiefabah gy 
7 Bea eens eep away 


the AGdh tescerstety—trted-te_pemove. our trettonal 
- unexpecte 
, life, even outdeing iteelf- by the vitulence of a 


oe 
aneRPee* lanzuace in regard to ite eustomery postttons- 


Rex succeeded in vexing the gquslified orgsnizations of the 


@atholic Pees oCuuly 12). ye sre p- 27 
ew 






Catholic action. This ig spite of the ACJB's desperate 


efforts to keep this confusion from entering public life, 

unexpected 
and even outdoing itesdalf by the:virulence of its 
langusge en regard to tis customsry positions, both on 
a religious a8 well as on the political vlan. Om 

rally 

June 24, the Women's ACJB held a big éonference)in 
Brussels. It was the first of its kind. 


thousands of $@48@*cirla 


Tena of 


from all over the country — 






On this occasion, Rex ould shed a 


speciel edition inviting the girls to quanuaad ede 
@ i { 


by spreas. The acJB was opposed to its GAat pie ion 


heii cicts ae 
On September 2s, Degrelle etgnedie; ofr Lele halabs 


perticipated in it..- 
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Rex-thie, - Rex: that; one Was a8 ‘Posabble as the- next ;-that 
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Further ong it read, "Throughout the country Rex can 


count on enthusiastic and @iaciplined groups working 
& methodicsl 
unceaselessly for thefrealization of thé@r ideal : 


to storm ell the clisces of influence which mcecern world can 
provide for us end enlist them into the service of Christ-¥ine 
end of the country." 

Now it wae the AGJB's tirr te heccme inrationt. Its 
General Committea cobliched a new acnuagancetent, in tna 


P4areat deys of October, emphasi7z7éa@ne once 3¢ain tneir elementary 
Aifrerences. The essentisl vartg# re.73: 

cannes” 
ond C@gemadc cretend to re an organ 


7 Le Rew 18 net 


ef the Catholic Action. Tt te not e1teeri 76a 


to taja ef" et. It carries on camnotens, such 


eg ite voliticsl camnekgéns for axamcie, forbidden 


by the C.tholic Action by thair very nature, and 
- re-itereted 
by the clesreat and most PHRHHERAG Orders of His 


Holyneas, the Pore. 


we feel that if an inatitution 
integral 
pre sent itself under the gicn of,Ca olicism and 


2% furthermore, 


Achrist's roysity, gives this “roffession of faith 





eg - ° = 





devotion and love,an outburst such es that which 


claims 


characterizes theagorepscanda S#@ of Rex, and if it 


arouses 3 veritable mysticism of religious essence 


in its followers end collsboratérs, it 18 neither 


fittine nor vermissible fer thi 


9 instituian to throv 


itself into relemics end into camneilena which oud 


holy relieijion connct. be rived up vith. It js not only. & 


the Tetholic Attior which. shoul? 
vrofene 





be diseancaced from 


politics pAsAY dvd /eWd/ battles and paesions, end 


earhtly in-erests, but all those whe rreterd to@irect’- 
Cathcliciciam 

serve &fP88EH ond renrecent Mepeegeere — 
Cof Mgr. Picord's nana 


; % L« Fi 
Tnie decleration, of which severs] preraretory versioriere 


in existence, clesrly reorgthe me 


rk of MORE*PeRe REAR his 


stvle, MNPENFTRSEN MOREE RAE KE OREN Oa HA, The 


bishop of Tournei, Mer. Rasneur, 


sent it tc the @atholic 


vovakd 
newspspgers snd gav2 ‘t his pl tah Tt was the 
first time that an bishopt intervened Abliely on the 


subject of Rex. At the same time however, sevarsl 


previous directors of the ACJE ma 


de know their & | 


disagreement with the Committee's note; they favored 


‘the entry of oif ACJB's inks ROX, 
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that magnificent 


| outcome of the Catholic Action movement. (October 6. 
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Lae eg 
pohe petri tide te s popularity ae Degreli 
sia “lo | Bp rwhtot to” prepare, ‘in’ ure 


me te gee a ee ee 


‘aasembly.. there would be » ” conerear 













t Dias ag, 
m7 ela lil ieee kane dees 
| pe youth | press’ held at Charleroi,on October 21, 
“te: ‘the fora of" a ‘banqust. 5,000 would assist. The word 
aw was" One ion! t a friend of Rex if one doesy't come 
to Charleroi.” The scene was alluring: 10,000 pDistes, 
5,000 glasses; 1% miles of tabtes; 10,000 elices of haem: 
7,600 litres of beer; 30,000 toffees; 75,000 soriccts... 
9 banquet a la Gargantua... s fabulous reunfon.... 2? cervellous 
Pleasure party orgenised ins band... “Fefore the hencuet, 
mass at 11:00 o'clock... zemersl communion in tne momine.. 
Afbeb the banguet, 9 flamihe crocesaion...” 4nd 2}] this #6r 
8 franca- all exnenses inclioded (Serterher 21, 10%4.), 
For greater orecision, 9 vcoints were rrinted in the 
following edition. Here gr 9s few:"VI : The ben viet will 
be extresenly victBresnne. J9zZz and entertaining music wil! 
short* 
& 3iternate eS ea ad and wel! directed 
speeches . Around 4:30, Leon Derrelie, standing on 3 
high tribunal in the midst of brillient flags, wil! 
address the enormous crowd, by spotlight. VIL : Evarvthine 


will be eYrenged to he original ant fui] of emotion? 


Workmen's delegations in their workclothes, Rexiste nureas 


on their Stretchers 
, 


ena evmnasts (acrohets) will mix 






Lj Bale aolater wath | pli t e Cc 





ame 
ceded RAE eee rere > 


fentes7@ with solemnit7. Theva wil! he unforgetable 


mcements.” (Serte her 28). 


Tarrellie kn See what to doe Other corynnes nafore him 

hea mon'oileted crowds ine similer menner; nenceforward 

ne vould £4¥A/ nattern nimse.* -“ter 44itler'a and Musso- 

linit's stave settings. @ 
But someone kept xrtch at dournai. The diocess 

-ubtnhority rnised ita voice sgain: the mess requeste4 

hy Ray for Yotoher 21 conrl4d rot be crarted= vhetsme re 

the sale of Rex miblicationa at church doors, 


learnine ester] tchmants y and Jocsal vlaces, wae forbidden 


! 
until a clarification was made. The “low ves direct! 
Rex wes onenly disavowed ty 8 bishop. This v28s a 
rather uncemfortehls nosition for a "@atholic 

Action mMeverent.” What was Decrelle xoing to do? 
Thousands of readers waited breathlessly for the 
outcome. | 


The pen didn't cling to his fingers for long. 
Following the warning of Mer. Rasneur, the follwwing. 
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editions of Rex printed in front nage neadlinesA® 


were. the follweings words fy 
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Bi: t Hate i a a wae he Sal eT eT eee R 
 MAAREERGeNc sail icin es 
“hike ae 


a dbubt,, he aded_ fn commer tard, ve Haye.” 
$0,000 tration tn expenses, but | it is’ we 









~- a sheet we 


ourselves who heave swept our offer of plates into. an 
imemnee odhter of dishes. There was no doubt that 
‘Mera. Rasneur did not forbid the banquet - no one asked 

us to cancel it, but we wanted to Bei/ddrd¥ do right..." 
In the guise of the submissive son of the o&a’nted 
Church,Degrelle rushed to bow before the wishes of a 
bishop. In the same Pr aeree he epnnounced that Ld 
Rex's next effort would he focused on an intensive 
oropaganda camraien of the Catholic Action, rromteed to 
Aemolish (disintegrate) the spvostolic rerty of hia 
program, and vroposed the cro-tion of 3 bie nomilar dofiye 
to serve tnis end. 438 for the nolitical domaine thars 

he would intervene only in the event trat relicious 
inte~esta would he imrliceted (involved). 


remsined 
SETFHR pretty wids. 


The renge 


What more could one ask for? The aimtrebhle casture 


€ obtained the calculstes effect withort arv treovble, 


The Beshon of Tournsi made it known thet ex's manevament 
counterordeeed (counteracted) its oresr coneress and tat 
it would ," he in agreement “fth thea a -aleatinatin 


authority to vive its sctivities sn orterteotion eccf-rineg 


1 . 


to the discipline of the 4atnolie tation. 
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| wis 
On nis nart, the Bishon cf Lieve , Mer. Kerkhofs sent a | 7 ee ‘ seh y + as saedanne 


we Bei L oF pepata" (% 


warm concratuletory letter be Rex ( Rex October 19th). 


He coWpunicet 7 his f@ealings to Mer. Picard, not vithout : ite WS Ee bates 
exnrreseing the desire PAP iy mT 
adding certain reserv tions and /Pren tne thet Rex be nlaced 







J Tet" it be known that he still 


under ecclesirstic contd, and more nrecisely, under MET dead eis sac od pfFA11- on Rex's side , even though thie 


Picard's centrol. | Meridate = bad it. not. been established by the eviscopal 





ed c=) a aA ia an 7Kenrl. : ’ 
Mer. Picard wet himself moved ond sheken. He @ lomity; Wes Gaede perfectiy illusory by Leon Derrelle's 


_ 4 @- -@- 


A o~ ta} tt +ha i - 
dara2 to hone -eain. In the “Pulletin of the Redio- attitude. Mer. Picerd no longer tried to fulfill it. 


a " n n 2 at especially in Liege, 
a Se Ryt a breeze of pity dlew through. Here end there, there 
e echort clarification. After hovine renindedApeopje fears 


were(doubts) that ACUP directors would co over te Pax 
on how things stood (on the nresert, state cf affairs), “nan bloa if the simultaneous cnoexistence of the two 
hea cone 1ndedt movementea would he declared incomretihie. In sort, the 
“ A ° VW WwW h deeds. Tt 
a ae Be re eee Pearce ere counter-orderadt henovet of Cherlero’ did mere for errelle’ 
ecclistastic 
has not yat been sssumed by the ecclistasti dmeetloe: hanced hie meotoaeed Mes iecatacad we ahac dave 
thorit 8 of the Sathotic Action. : a 7 
authority as an organ of of Unrlate!ine. For an axhelted youth - he w2s tore than 
1 2 e 
Wilt at eae net) Ther ern s. O8. ai ME elOr en ef firmator of frith - he wae a hero of Chrisatd4an 
m ve titudes). x is no longer disavowed 
otives (attitu ) Rex is no al , Siscipline; #*#H#O corrted q hit ferther - he wor?4 have 
by the ecclisisstic suthorities since M. Derredé 
been © viartyr. 
‘haa bound himself to surpress the causes of | nrovides 
‘ Sear sis 4a he _ e © It 80 hernened that circumsatorces #aatenagagd 
; e*te * sit ve 1 
ss ite gonna Ee Oey, Peale cers sé pe , 7 : y een a en @exoeptional onvortirity FOr Marrella to Srow nimesif 
pre es Se +s | be charged-wit i 
, sree ae mene eeetnenet aia be in pubiis, as a defenter -f the F$ith. 4% tris moment, 
wretches 
a a re “fhe Free Thoucht™* waa eavhibhiting a rYae@ rele lreth-- cat ) 
chaplein of of ie “Catholio \atioa: groups fe; ip not . 


| Gefrocked oriest namet soreau {tn tne Paocties rnevae, in 
sare page ebink tet, pelabt be bapthar 
 e Shllaile SAB baad et Saeed a al | paket dR the Wallen country. 
stn Aodiate fool acer aaa eis Rees, 


oy a “ay ‘ eid 
ae we? Vee pei is : ey 2 . 7 . confe rences < 


re - 


Morgan aa ctyving videntiv antic are.) 





ee ec a 











ene 
bs.) 


.. - 45 - 


&tn, 9t Ynerlerct ite=lf, he défiet tha ex-abbe sn4 bo some ‘gelf-reve lations, ‘cnrough, ‘the -: 





} sai. Sie hei s ee a < Bos 
| See Le hee dieing 
— “AUIS A. ay z OY-OnL aie aaa 
Necrelle iumertigatoly sansed « vietin. Ha decided to Mea Fae Sh ray. Bhp Fe gi age a Resa : be 
3 jrovutt | tote ton tefender of bia eee 
_ viveyrebdbutthl sreecheas at those meetings. Cm Sovember | mete en eS daide 


his MARETA BF F000 AMAREBE Oditors. The same dav, a radervaty ot the dual oratorys As sure as he was with 


- — 


heediine =» Jexiste cxpedition, egre’le nelnad tna locel - the pen he had never tried himself to this extent 


romiletion of Yves Ttomeree to stor s« second cectoren® @ with the word. Now he proved to be equally profi- 


| Satte, iin ates 1 
ce. This was niw the tecinnire. "The -ursuit of the clent in both realms (with both weepgons) .« 
frocke: ie / if / become : a | 
unter hel spedes Metin e ken. becomes Ghont Pacer TWO CATHOLIC YOUTH MOVEMENTS? (p 172) 
news in the Sax newsraper. Mprellie vill not let nis 
an . Nevertheless, this unforseen success did not clarify 


mon gO. Whereever Mcrasu dared to show nis fate- the issues as far as the Catholic Action organizations 


in the heart of the Liege country, at sereing, at were concerned. *8¢gaeea* Rattling in the raliciors arene | 


Borinage, he would sea Dearelle jump ssxydy on the rlote and followed by en ever-increasing legion of vouth shoutin 


was 


SPHHH POMEL HF HH He HE He end watch him crush the pitiful #8 prectically st the heed of another Catholic youth 


[ 
| 
) form after him, *HA*SPHeR ene eweEnenees EHanae Pane ond Age : WREHS rousing coeers SPiPMaaMENtaNtARMAENeHs, Derrslle 
| Ate duh I 
movement. Ame there thus going to be-@® parsiell 


. Judas with his thunderous voice of s youthful orators 
“ Wretched Moreau (Wretch!) You'll nay for thie" mo@fients - both "totslitarien’" the ACJB and REX ? 
It's an oath. This threat was cerried out eo well, ae : Could one possibly belonz to both? The AtJB felt 
that pn the 14th of December, Rex was triunphents) 7 4 


The unf rocked BYAI ES Moreau ‘$a thrown Ante the _sthese = 


harassed for it was vressed to sxolain intself on all 


©} Bides. 
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| By 
by: the socialists veces me or 100 of tf Aah bage Deep down, Mgr. it rare US Sa lei as 
2a = = fs pee ees ae as ‘ 
|_| Seneral Couns’ of, a8 wi the ACJB to be gravely menaced 4sPenesiaienset? ta 


himself rh 
no position to sct, with sufficient snthority . 
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pa . | 1 In spite of hie facility with the pen, it wes a long 
eee be SRS ae Boy | | | time before Degrelle risqued public speaking. His 
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Louvain compeanongs said thet he refresined from 
inte-venine in the st2ente reunions 
Proved himself “ite inspte 0 

6 Hie &mminence 


i March 13, 1975 , He sent 8s Icne letter torsermmes 
@ ; 


Cardinal van Roey tesgene® incormine nim of the state of 


ond that he 


confusion which retoned in the minds of everyone. 


"Por some’, he wrote , Rex is more tha the Catholic 
Pefore long, Rex will 
numerous 
Acticn. Even sem hap+ of 
advice 


this Sasn¢an. " 


Action. 


reciace the Cs4tholic 


oriestsa (hundreds) are of 


In hig cpinion, " the crux of the 


mandated 
matter 1s to mow if Rex is or is not SHENGNEHeA by 


the religious suthority. " Now, thought Mer. Picerd, 


Rex 1a not likely to get such s mandate. 
«a Me Cegrelle wishes to exert 3 vowerf:] opinion. 
His most immed@dte embition is to create a 
daily. Once he has this power, no one in 
the world can foresee what use he will make 


of it. He himself says nothing. Only one | 
thing is certhan: that he has an enoArmous 


ambition and dreams of. " governing his. county" 


ee ee 


oe et “a8 he Bays. 


“Impuleive as’ he is, he ia - 


peeesaa of-graver imprudences in a moment—~~— ~~~ 
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Ramiro Ist Ship woul ‘be A grave | . 
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e+ he ae — 


ny-cese r-there seens eo -be cabaelare: 
t+. Se the dawn 
. Shat, this risk cannot — be officially 










| te By this ‘ecolesisetic suthority. 
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— eal picthecnoe: Rex's manner of acting ‘fe 


‘ghopking and I am astonished thet it drawe ‘so 
many followers. This can only te a matter of 

ignorance. In Rex's offices, one doesn't bother 
with the cult of truth..." 
Further proofs of thie assertion were given by Mere 


Pioardt 
@ 


Let us supnose that these fears ars exasgerated- 


4t 18 surely not too exarrerasted to give Rex the 
FFBSLCY A resnonsahijity of its neecesses end 
Let wen) aggume he resnonsibilities 


ho tel 
Tat Dae consider hat? , 


camraiens. 


ecouragecubly. end jet, 


jun he considered 28 a Catholic newspaper. 
to 

NMbne sttributes the Church of the Catholic 

Action #@@8 the "Cempaiene of > “Free Releium" 


or with “Twentieth Century” or «ith Rannel" 


or with “Me Wellon Zourtry"™ 


As far a6 J am rersonslly concermne?, it would 


be better were I completely dissociete4 from Rex. 
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whteh followed the aaskstseneee. = aiavinian at te 
Cherterot did not dwindle 
‘Thus a mounting’ (rising) Bt 
, [opened Acries, of big nesting 


Tre mention of mv nere in ony of Rex's affaloe 


onlv cotrlg¢rctes motters." 


Tr aceoluaton, Mert. Pic-rd desired gif aerisecns) 


intervrenticn in the seme sririt of thowht. 


This defection was net jn vain (net withonrt 


conseriences.). Leon Terrelle was ceket to come to 


M2}ines. There, A7eclarations wore heard that Rey 


“a8 not of the Totholic Action, that Rv1°m SOB? won 


not sufficient, that the Cabholios shoudd enawer 


the c211 of the Pope, of the Catholi* fetion,and enlist 


J 


in the organizations belonging to the hBrerchy. He 1.8 


given three months to clarify his noation. Ssclara- 
tions Bf this nsture ectually spnesared in the Rex 


newspapfer. 


The “Catholic action Movement" was not then, 


py‘ 
a Catholic Action movement « mG Fecpet neds 
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Pyt Rex had other ombitions. It hod those of 


serving the Church cn? Cotneliciam, mt it he& others 


+ 


£oce Jf Laon Werelle ha@ t-14 me twenty times, has told 
hundreds of veenle ond joesn't mika it 9» secret, 


that he wants: to soveam hi3 tom'rvye “hot ever 8 the 
pretention 
na@aning or the sense of this ORAMOGHOOR may re, 


whatever one thinks of tne antitudes of tM@® Rex's 


chief to hecome the Yead of Felaium, onw thing is 


cartain for us- on2 


thet ia that sn orgenism huilt 


uvon Yhriation feith and charity , must not end cennot 


Pparticipste in such sdventuues. " At this noint the sud! 


nee breke out into interminable anvlause,. 


Ver. Picerd ended his discourse by expressing hie 


It is re 15 yesre ei 
fun gh fhe’ yeas 
vaere the AGJB ‘48 pancersne: tonaia. tumultuous period 


apne cence Ae the ACHB, " 







he sada. “With some Presumption, i oe 
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F siewer!—@lory- to: Christ. the nent He is 
of the wotid- and King of our hearts." 

r Wae a severe declaration against Rex. 
ade. solely . 

HEHGCHEF SREEMEE® On the grounds of the 


collyeion between the Christian avostdat and *#1a# 


It was 
“not 


political entreprise, FEt+wass Eh ra + HFG OH Gt Mindy 
QbabtyewRenee*, That was without 9 doubt the 

i ; 
prinaipal srrument invoqued by the Cethclic Action 


in ite disputes with Nearelle. Tt wos fullv 


justifietie ent findamental,for on orcanizationg 
enoeny tivht?yv boun? to the Churchy end directly 
and fully subortinnte in the ecclesiestic hierarchy, 
to nave croclatmed as 9 aacred rrincirle 
the distinction between the srirituel ani the tamrorel. 
Was it not here thant Siw the -rectest oririn-olity 
lay? asthe L, 
o f the ACJRY “and wee it not in such > wattemsthet one 
could emre-t the crestest vietlence end aost scrumiloue 
suscertiti} itv? 
~ +h andl le 
- ee whet one ¢cculd call 
f Jhews dara wtf C4L >; sowed sabia ad 4s am 


pha ah al i: 9 fla AA Ww ~ fe r v Stew On 
"Ce heh. Piubu ot Dattor Sie es CA ay yo) 
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The | iennae of Belgian “orkere oe 
“ine lude¢ da group of branches whitch encompssaed all the 


a 
ae ee 


_. auch leds 1 Gleersout e 


‘late of [ita members, from the spiritual formstion 
of youth (the JOC) and adults (especially in tee 
cies ails to politics] ection, parlementary 


teotioa, electoral propaganda (#98 a recognized section 
socio-economic 
of the Catholic Party) @@ syndicsalism and its{intervens- 


tions of The Boerenbond wes no esa “totalitarian” 


ao one liked to savy then, and its local rull4e 


organized religioue manifestations ae we]! se buying 


manure and ollecakes. We know thet this combinatbhn of 


set 
dome ines was not the occidental] resnlt® of a ROP of 


it was the result of e systematic ont 


circimstances! 
declared: conception. 
Furthermore, the noliticel formation et that time | 


was frankly celle4 the *Catholic™ narty: it wae not | 


olely mace on Ghristian principles, tut exnlicidly 


proposed to acrly the 46néeSfne-cgRetime | 
fowl Fi ew / Cincy els cor/ aeelr soa Aa | 
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when 
Times were net eo fer awn y/Atnee ep vouth #8@* which 


felt the avskening zesine to serve . erest couse 
ardor 
and consmed hy sHG+ePaene to defend the Church would “ind 
focel voint 
in the action of the Catn lic Yartry the natural René 


This waa b < Fere 
of its enthusiasm. *4eehsee*nentiones tihammetieres. 
(element) 


Reforma JOA, a sanetont farter of dive nism-was vrecent 


in tne Pelgian “-tholics. 
oftem 
And then, did&t the Tgtholic Newspsvers themselves / 
mix and 
SHEFREO the sannesl] 06 Crhistian sentiments, the avorzetion 
“nd Pishon's 
of the Ponas'g tacchings mitt with 8H@ nolitical proge- 


Fanda and vartisen nolemice®, et every occssion, 


‘ SS ee 
eo 
overstenved 


Thus, Rex's rcosition clearly S#ONe*wHenh the 
fault 
ACJB line. This wae e Crave SHAPE FOSKEH for Rex 





did not cease to avail itself of the ACJR and the Catholic 


Action. However, it did not stray that fer sway 


~ be ey 
from a tredition which had alw.¥s8,nore or lesa wee 
at the heart of the euaeeed nowent in our country. 
In thia light, one can underatand leon. Degrelie's. see Aides 
= answering (44 are GJ - 
_—___word§; enenterene eveseee bis accusers | + way. fos oe 
hei jor : 
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